Serial No. 09/873,475 
Inventor(s): Dischler et. al. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-24 are canceled. 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 
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12. (Canceled) 



13. (Canceled) 



14. (Canceled) 



15. (Canceled) 



16. (Canceled) 



17. (Canceled) 



18. (Canceled) 



19. (Canceled) 



20. (Canceled) 



21. (Canceled) 



22. (Canceled) 



23. (Canceled) 
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24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A woven fabric having a top surface and a bottom 
surface, said fabric comprising fill and warp yarns selected from the group 
consisting of polyester, cotton, and blends thereof; wherein both said fill yarns 
collectively exhibit a fill tensile strength within said fabric; wherein both said fill 
and warp yarns of at least one of said top and bottom surface are m e ch a n i ca ll y 
treated by a process selected from the group consisting of sueding, sanding, and 
abrading while said yarns are immobilized in order to impart nicked appearances 
within the surface fibers within said at least one m e chan i ca l ly treated surface of 
said fabric; wherein said at least one m e chan i ca ll y treated surface of said fabric 
exhibits a softer hand than a non - m e chanica ll y tr e at e d non-treated surface of the 
same woven fabric; wherein said fill tensile strength of said woven, m e chan i ca ll y 
treated fabric is measured to be an amount of at least 80% of the fill tensile 
strength of the same fabric measured prior to m e chan i ca l treatment. 

26. (Currently Amended) The woven fabric of Claim 25 wherein said fill tensile 
strength of said woven, m e chan i ca ll y treated fabric is measured to be an amount 
of at least 85% of the fill tensile strength of the same fabric measured prior to 
m e chan i ca l treatment. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The woven fabric of Claim 26 wherein said fill tensile 
strength of said woven, m e chanic all y treated fabric is measured to be an amount 
of at least 90% of the fill tensile strength of the same fabric measured prior to 
m o chan i ca l treatment. 

28. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 27 wherein said fill tensile 
strength of said woven, m e chan i ca ll y treated fabric is measured to be an amount 
of at least 93% of the fill tensile strength of the same fabric measured prior to 
m e chan i ca l treatment. 

29. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 25 wherein said fill and 
warp yarns are comprised of a blend of polyester and cotton fibers. 

30. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 29 wherein said blend of 
fibers is about 65% polyester and 35% cotton. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 30 wherein said woven 
fabric is warp-faced. 

32. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 31 wherein said warp- 
faced woven fabric is a twill. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 26 wherein said fill and 
warp yarns are comprised of a blend of polyester and cotton fibers. 

34. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 33 wherein said blend of 
fibers is about 65% polyester and 35% cotton. 

35. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 34 wherein said woven 
fabric is warp-faced. 

36. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 35 wherein said warp- 
faced woven fabric is a twill. 

37. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 27 wherein said fill and 
warp yarns are comprised of a blend of polyester and cotton fibers. 

38. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 37 wherein said blend of 
fibers is about 65% polyester and 35% cotton. 

39. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 38 wherein said woven 
fabric is warp-faced. 
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40. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 39 wherein said warp- 
faced woven fabric is a twill. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 28 wherein said fill and 
warp yarns are comprised of a blend of polyester and cotton fibers. 

42. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 41 wherein said blend of 
fibers is about 65% polyester and 35% cotton. 

43. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 42 wherein said woven 
fabric is warp-faced. 

44. (Previously Presented) The woven fabric of Claim 43 wherein said warp- 
faced woven fabric is a twill. 

45. (Currently Amended) The woven fabric of Claim 25 wherein said fabric 
exhibits a lower degree of pilling at said at least one m e chan i ca ll y treated surface 
than a surface of a comparative woven fabric of the same yarn composition and 
weave construction that has been m e chanica l ly treated but does not exhibit a 
nicked appearance. 
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46. (Currently Amended) The woven fabric of Claim 26 wherein said fabric 
exhibits a lower degree of pilling at said at least one m e chanica l ly treated surface 
than a surface of a comparative woven fabric of the same yarn composition and 
weave construction that has been m e chan i ca ll y treated but does not exhibit a 
nicked appearance. 

47. (Currently Amended) The woven fabric of Claim 27 wherein said fabric 
exhibits a lower degree of pilling at said at least one m e chan i c all y treated surface 
than a surface of a comparative woven fabric of the same yarn composition and 
weave construction that has been m e chan i ca ll y treated but does not exhibit a 
nicked appearance. 

48. (Currently Amended) The woven fabric of Claim 28 wherein said fabric 
exhibits a lower degree of pilling at said at least one m e chan i ca l ly treated surface 
than a surface of a comparative woven fabric of the same yarn composition and 
weave construction that has been m e chan i ca ll y treated but does not exhibit a 
nicked appearance. 
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